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 The 21st century calls for 
busy schedules and students 
relying on technology. The cell 
phone is the most common de-
vice for networking and Internet 
access, and the creation of 5G 
will allow users to have more 
speed than ever before.
 5G, standing for 5th gen-
eration of speed, is set to be 
released in two years. The 
standards have not been com-
pletely set, but companies have 
released their ideas for this gen-
eration. The speed will be up to 
40 times faster compared to 
4G, which equates to download-
ing a 3-D movie in six seconds, 
according to cnn.com.
 Although there are high ex-
pectations for 5G, the odds of it 
being so incredibly fast are slim. 
Many technology experts expect 
the speed of 5G to only be four 
or five times faster than 4G. If 
all goes according to plan, 5G 
will be available in 2020.
 Don’t expect to have 5G be-
fore 2020, but be prepared for 
the heavy costs that will come 
with using it.

Please give us your 
input on this issue 
of Tide Lines.

       Facebook
www.facebook.com/
pahstidelines

               Twitter
@pahspub
Graphics by Abbey Kostyal 
Production Editor-In-Chief

Style and 
Entertainment
Flip the pages 
and find a review 
on the newest 
Star Wars movie.

Sports
Read an article 
covering PAHS’ 
success in Battle 
of the Hills.

Opinion
Flash forward to 
the opinion section 
and learn about 
slang you may not 
understand.

news
world>    

Homework effectiveness debate lingers
Alexa Biddle
Editor-in-Chief

In every classroom in the school, there 
is a student who did not complete all 

of his homework. It is not uncommon to 
see students fervently flipping through 
notebooks and textbooks during home-
room and classes, attempting to finish 
homework or studying last-minute.
 Students are expected to be able to 
attend their after-school activities, work 
until after the sun has set, come home 
and complete the piles of homework 
assigned, and still get the recommended 
eight hours of sleep.
 There have been many studies done 
that indicate less homework is better for 
the well-being of students. Upon immedi-
ately reading this statement, people tend 
to segregate into opposing groups of 
teachers and students. That is one of the 
major problems with similar studies that 
have to do with the amount of homework 
students are given: there is a strong 
argument on both sides.
 According to eduguide.org, when the 
results from 50 studies were analyzed, 
43 indicated students who did more 

homework had better achievement 
scores, and high school students, on 
average, improved by 25 percent on 
exams when given homework.
 It may seem shocking to students 
that having more homework can be 
beneficial, but according to eduguide.
org and other sources, it is. Although 
right now students feel tired and 
grumpy because of it, they will be 
more prepared for placement tests in 
college. More homework allows teach-
ers to do the extra five or 10 chapters 
that they can’t always do because 
they run out of time in the school year.
 Perspective on this topic varies as 
much in the school as it does in the 
outside world. According to the Center 
for Public Education, the School 
Library Journal reported that students 
receive higher grades with less out-
side preparation. But according to the 
Washington Post, a new study found 
that a heavy homework load nega-
tively impacts high school students, 
resulting in excess stress, physical 
problems and little time for leisure.
 “The low number of benefits re-

ceived by carrying textbooks and 
losing sleep is not worth the educa-
tion that we’re getting,” junior Jessica 
Angelichio said.
 Teachers are aware of the stress 
students are under when they have a 
heavy homework load. They also try 
to take into account the after-school 
activities students are encouraged to 
be involved in, but teachers have a set 
curriculum they must follow.
 “Students shouldn’t necessarily 
have more homework. My goal is to 
make students learn independently 
naturally,” Mrs. Katie Koneschusky, 
biology teacher, said. “When you 
graduate, if you can’t learn new things 
on your own, you’ll be stuck when you 
turn 18.”
 This is an ongoing debate that has 
roots stretching back to the 1900s. 
H. Hagan was the first American 
researcher to study the effect home-
work has on students in 1927. Unfor-
tunately, the results of his study are 
unknown. The argument that began 
then still continues today. Which side 
is right?

DeAnna Stevenson
Staff Writer

Jackson Gunelson
Editor-in-ChiefWhile I understand the cost 

effectiveness of the new lights, 
I think that they destroy the aesthetic 
integrity of the auditorium. The ice-white 
light is more suited to a sporting arena or 
a hospital operating room than an artistic 
venue,” Mrs. Maria Malek, Drama Club 
adviser, said.
 As of October, 
LED lights are a 
new aspect of the 
auditorium. After 
a month of work, 
LEDs were in-
stalled underneath 
the auditorium bal-
cony in place of the 
incandescent bulbs 
Pottsville had used 
before, a change 
that is efficient and 
will save the district 
40-50% on their 
total utility bill. The 
money saved will 
be used for provid-
ing more funding 
for educating stu-
dents, according to 
Dr. Jeffrey Zwiebel, 
superintendent.
 The LED lights 
give off a bright white hue, a change 
from the incandescent bulbs that gave off 
a soft, yellow light, which is a common 
style in theaters. 
 The LEDs will last up to 20,000 hours 
compared to the 750 hours average of 
incandescent bulbs. Even though the 
change is cost-efficient, it left many 
confused as to why the authentic theater 
look the auditorium once had would be 
drastically altered.

In case anyone thought PAHS did not 
offer enough extracurriculars, three 

new clubs have been added recently. 
The new clubs include after-school 
activities revolving around chess, E-
Sports and the works of Shakespeare. 
Even though the clubs are new this 
year, they all have a strong following 
amongst students, with at least 15 
members per club.
 The Chess Club is the oldest of the 
three, as it was formed last school 
year. Every Monday, members meet 
in Room 131 to compete in games of 
chess. Mrs. Donna Skosnick, math 
teacher, supervises while the club 
members participate individually.
 Not only do students play regular 
matches of chess, they also play a 
game known to some as 3D Chess 
and to others as Raumschach. Senior 
Christopher Pekarik, club president, 
introduced the extra-dimensional 
chess board late last year. 
 “This year is the first year we are 
doing tournaments for Chess Club, 
and with my graduation, I hope [the 
other members will] continue to 
promote the club and become better 
players themselves,” Pekarik said.
 Recently, a group of students 
formed an E-Sports Club in which 
members both play games casually 
and compete with one another on 
skill-based games. Junior John Mason 
is one of the founding members, and 
with his friends, he created a group of 
about 17 people who all gather to play 
games after school on Fridays. 

 “I believe LEDs are more energy 
efficient, so I suppose that’s always a 
good thing, but they make the classi-
cal style auditorium look disgusting,” 
senior Anthony Wojciechowsky, a 
four-year Drama Club member, said. 
“I think people will be very displeased 
with the atmosphere the lights create, 
both before and during performances. 

It’s gone from a 
warm, sophisti-
cated feeling to 
something out of 
a horror movie. 
Everyone I’ve 
spoken to about 
the new lights 
thinks they look 
atrocious, but 
that’s the price 
we pay to be 
efficient.”
 Natural light-
ing is popular for 
a theater setting 
for the signature 
effect it pro-
duces. 
 “I appreci-
ate the idea of 
having more 
efficient lights 
in the audito-
rium, but the 

white glow of the new lights doesn’t 
seem to fit in with the atmosphere and 
stage lights. I hear a lot of complaints 
from my friends about how the LED 
lights don’t look as good as the yellow 
lights,” sophomore Thomas Honicker, 
two-year Drama Club member, said.
 Quite like how many restaurants 
use soft, dim lights to set the a mood, 
theaters often do the same, using all 
incandescent bulbs or mixing LEDs 

New clubs 
in the high 
school spark 
interests

PAHS makes big 
auditorium changes

SEE OLD, page 2 SEE NEW, page 2

“ You would walk in there 
and [the lights] created 

the atmosphere of a 
Broadway theater. To 

replace them with cold, 
white lights is entirely 

wrong. An auditorium is for 
celebration, but it feels like 

a hospital.” -Ms. Sasha 
Moscovit, assistant 
Drama Club adviser

Phone carriers create 5G

New lights destroy theater’s once classic aesthetic
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and 
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 Tide Lines is the online and print news 
publication of Pottsville Area High School. 
It is produced by the students of the 
Communications and Mass Media class. 
It is written for the Pottsville Area School 
District community and is distributed free 
of charge. Secondary audiences include 
other school journalism programs and 

organizations which promote the development of scholastic journalism, as well 
as people worldwide with the ability to visit the website. 
 Readers can access Tide Lines print issue archives at http://www.pottsville.
k12.pa.us/tidelines. Tide Lines is updated weekly online and can be viewed at 
http://www.pahstidelines.com. 
 The Editorial Board is the decision-making body of the newspaper which 
governs its day-to-day operation. The Tide Lines staff has adopted the following 
editorial policy to express the rights, responsibilities and philosophy of the Tide 
Lines newspaper and website. 
 Tide Lines is an accessible public forum which provides information and 
entertainment in addition to various viewpoints on debatable issues in the form 
of editorials and columns. Funds for production come from advertising and the 
Pottsville Area School District. 
 As an open forum, Tide Lines sells advertisements for publicity and to pay for 
printing costs. The basic rate is eight dollars per column inch in each print issue 
or $30 per month on the website. Tide Lines refuses to advertise any reference 
to illegal or controlled products, services, substances, paraphernalia or any 
other advertisement deemed inappropriate to the Pottsville community. 
 As a responsible newspaper, Tide Lines will not intentionally invade the 
privacy of any person and will make every effort to correctly spell names and 
make accurate class and position identifications. Accurate reporting of fact is 
the goal of the staff. 

 Opinions will be clearly marked and found on the editorial pages or as 
designated on other pages. Corrections will be published online or printed in 
the next issue when mistakes are found or brought to the attention of the staff. 
Original stories will carry bylines, although stories by someone other than the 
original author will not receive a byline. 
 Commentaries and opinion columns are the expressed opinion of the author 
and not of Tide Lines and its Editorial Board or its adviser. Furthermore, the 
opinions conveyed are not those of the Pottsville Area School District, faculty or 
School Board. 
 Letters to the editor, guest columns and all materials submitted must include 
the author’s name, signature and class or position. Typed, double-spaced letters 
are preferred, but legible, handwritten submissions, are acceptable. Letters 
can be mailed, hand-delivered or e-mailed. Tide Lines will not publish anything 
deemed libelous, obscene or in poor taste, in accordance with the Supreme 
Court’s justified standards. Rights are reserved to postpone, edit or withhold 
from publication anything submitted which does not meet specifications. The 
meaning of any submission will not be altered, but Tide Lines reserves the right 
to correct spelling, grammar and punctuation when necessary. Additionally, Tide 
Lines refuses to print criticisms that are not constructive and supported by facts. 
 Tide Lines is a member of the Pennsylvania School Press Association, 
the National Scholastic Press Association, the Quill and Scroll International 
Honorary Society for High School Journalists and the Columbia Scholastic 
Press Association. 
 Members of the staff are guided by the Canons of Journalism of the American 
Society of Newspaper Editors, a code of ethics which outline the principles of 
responsibility, fairness and accuracy. 
 The Tide Lines editorial policies reflect the philosophies of scholastic 
journalism. The goal of Tide Lines is to uphold its policy at all costs, unless 
it violates the basic protections of journalists or the freedom accorded all 
journalists under the Pennsylvania School Code. 

New clubs created
 “I really feel like we started something good for the school 
that many people can enjoy now and into the future,” Mason 
said. “I can see us going pretty far [and] maybe even going to 
local tournaments in the future.”
 The club currently holds its meetings in science teacher Mr. 
Adrian Portland’s room, but the club plans on obtaining a bet-
ter environment for playing games. The members also create 
different teams and take the club to a competitive level. Mr. 
Portland, an avid gamer himself, is the adviser of the club 
along with Mr. Andrew Smink, English teacher. 
 As an offshoot of the existing Drama Club, the Shake-
speare Club was formed to allow members to share their 
interest in the works of William Shakespeare. Mrs. Maria 
Malek, English teacher, is the adviser of the club.
 “Shakespeare’s language is the epitome of the range of 
human emotion,” Mrs. Malek said. “To have a club where we 
celebrate the beauty of that language is an essential part of 
the academic experience.”
 Students involved in the Shakespeare Club have the 
opportunity to go to competitions to prove themselves as 
masters of the Bard’s works. The next competition will be 
held in February, and junior Patrick Moran will be represent-
ing the school. Another competition will be available to nine of 
the other members in March at DeSales University where the 
Pennsylvania Shakespeare Festival is taking place.
 “I was asked by Mrs. Malek last year to go to DeSales 
[University] for a Shakespeare competition and enjoyed it, so 
I joined the new club,” junior Logan Spevak said. “We read 
Shakespeare monologues and sonnets and watch movies 
based on the plays. My favorite part [is reading] the sonnets 
because I like poetry. I do enjoy being a part of the club.”
 With the inclusion of these new clubs, students have more 
to do after school than ever, and students who may not have 
ordinarily joined an extracurricular activity are opening up due 
to newer clubs pertaining to their interests.

Cont. from page 1

STRATEGIZE — Freshman Gregory Calkins moves a 
piece in the game Raumschach, also known as 3D chess, 
against senior Chris Pekarik. Pekarik was responsible for 
the introduction of the new board, and ever since intro-
ducing it to the club, it has attracted many new players to 
the game. “This year we have over 20 members and are 
looking better than I could have hoped for,” Pekarik said.

Photo By Jackson Gunelson
Editor-in-Chief

Old lights replaced
with incandescent for cost purposes. 
 The low lighting creates a comfortable atmosphere, keeps 
the stage as the focal point and helps hide imperfections. 
 “[The old lights] created the atmosphere of a Broadway the-
ater. To replace them with cold, white lights is entirely wrong. 
An auditorium is for celebration, but it feels like a hospital,” 
Ms. Sasha Moscovit, assistant Drama Club adviser, said.
 Some believe that the old lights gave the PAHS auditorium 
a professional look and it cannot be revived with the LEDs.
 “I definitely noticed the increase in brightness. They are 
working on dimming [the LEDs] to restore the character of the 
auditorium,” Ms. Tiffany Reedy, PAHS principal, said. 
 The LEDs are here to stay as plans are set to replace all 
district lighting with LED fixtures. So far, the auditorium and 
Martz Hall are the only two places fitted with the LED fixtures. 
 “The upgrades were necessary due to the age and condi-
tion of the previous lighting fixtures. We will continue to adjust 
the new lights to still allow for a warm environment,” Dr. 
Zwiebel, district superintendent, said. 
 Fourteen fixtures were changed, and the crown molding 
that once surrounded them was removed.
 “I think [the drama students] are mostly confused and 
shocked by the change. They don’t understand the reason 
behind it. Thankfully, the brightness has been changed and 
the softer color is more acceptable. Otherwise, it would have 
been a shock to the patrons of our theater,” Mrs. Malek said. 
 The chandelier lights are expected to be changed to LED 
as well, but until then, they serve as a memory of what once 
was, and the contrast of the two floors shows the look the 
auditorium had before the renovation. 
 “Those who knew the old lights will feel the loss and those 
who have never seen the old lights will not get the experience 
the audience had before. [The theater] won’t feel the same 
without them — as warm, as relaxed, as exhilarating,” Ms. 
Moscovit said.

Cont. from page 1

GLARE — The custodians replaced the lower-level lights 
with LEDs. The switch from the incandescent left many in 
shock as it contrasts with the theater style the auditorium 
had. “I appreciate the idea of having more efficient lights, 
but the white glow of the new lights doesn’t fit in with the at-
mosphere.” sophomore Thomas Honicker, two-year Drama 
Club member, said.

Photo By Allura McCuller
Photography Staffer
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Shrek prep begins

One last chorus of “We Wish You a Merry 
Christmas” and then the Drama Club members 

leave the stage, joyful and giddy about their 
successful winter performance. 
 “A Very Merry Renaissance Christmas,” the 
Drama Club’s 2015 winter performance, was a fund-
raiser for the club’s upcoming spring show, Shrek.
 Pre-auditions for the winter show were in Septem-
ber, and rehearsals began in October. The dressing 
room was a flurry of tissues and cough drops, but 
cast members still managed to perform.
 “Every club has its dose of ups and downs re-
garding stress. Drama Club works more so together 
as a whole, rather than apart,” senior Arrianna Dan-
iels, president of Drama Club, said. “I know every-
body gives it their all, 110%, each time they come 
to the table. The only feeling I’ve come to know with 
Drama Club is that of chills racing down my spine 
each time the group of insanity comes together.”
 Auditions for the spring musical were only open to 
Spotlights, or returning members.
 Drama is split into Spotlights and Footlights, or 
new members, to help standardize the experience 
each member has; freshman Footlights must go 
through at least one year of vocal and dramatic 
lessons taught by Sasha Moscovit before they are 
eligible to audition for the spring musical.
 Auditions were the week before Christmas break, 
and the cast list was posted before break.
 “I was confident in my singing because I [have 
been] in choir for five years,” junior Samirah Phillip-
Johnson, Dragon, said. “I was just worried that I 
wouldn’t know what to do if I actually got a part and 
forgot my lines.”
 The day the cast list was posted, everyone cast 
gathered in adviser Mrs. Maria Malek’s room to 
watch Shrek on Netflix and receive their scripts; it’s 
tradition to do this the day the cast list is released.
 It was a sight to see: most of the Drama Club 
crammed into one classroom, sitting at, on and 
below desks, following along in their scripts, softly 
singing along, intently watching Shrek and imagin-
ing all the possibilities.

Jared Williard & Alexa Biddle
Staff Writer & Editor-in-Chief

PAHS senior performs in national orchestra
Paige Fellows
Executive Editor-in-Chief

According to the National Association for Music 
Education, the NAfME All-National Honor 

Ensembles represent the top performing high school 
musicians in the United States. This past June, 
PAHS senior Cody Gemmell was officially named as 
one of those musicians. 
 After Gemmell performed a video audition of him-
self playing a variety of pieces such as John Beck’s 
Sonata for Timpani, Mitchell Peters’ Yellow After 
the Rain, a solo from Anthony Cirone’s Portraits in 
Rhythm and a solo from America’s N.A.R.D. Drum 
Solos, he sent it in to the NAfME in hopes of being 
accepted to an ensemble.
 At the end of June, Gem-
mell received a reply from the 
NAfME informing him that he 
had been accepted into the 
All-National Honor Symphony 
Orchestra as a percussionist.
 “When [band director] Mr. 
[Craig] Shoener called me to 
tell me that I was accepted, 
I was so excited and happy,” 
Gemmell said. “All of the hard 
work that I’d done had paid off in one of the best 
ways imaginable.”
 In order to meet the qualifications to audition for 
the NAfME All-National Honor Ensembles, ap-
plicants were required to be in 10th, 11th or 12th 
grade and attend school in one of the 50 states, the 
District of Columbia or a Department of Defense 
School.
 Students must also have been accepted to their 
state’s All-State Festival during the 2014-2015 
school year. Gemmell participated in Pennsylva-
nia’s All-State Concert Band during his junior year, 
allowing him to audition for the All-National Honor 
Ensembles.
 “In my All-State Concert Band folder there was an 
information sheet about the All-National Honor En-
sembles. I originally didn’t want to audition because 
I didn’t think that I had enough time to prepare the 
auditions, but I decided to audition because why 
not,” Gemmell said. “Even if I wasn’t selected, at 

least I had tried instead of not auditioning and never 
knowing what would have happened.”
 The All-National Honor Symphony Orchestra 
concert was performed October 28 in Nashville, 
Tennessee, at the Grand Ole Opry House.
 October 25, Gemmell arrived at the Gaylord 
Opryland Resort Hotel and Convention Center 
where he rehearsed with musicians from all over the 
country up until the day of the concert. Each day, 
the orchestra rehearsed for at least six hours, with 
breakfast, lunch and dinner served in between. The 
orchestra also had the option of attending different 
choral concerts in the evening.
 The orchestra was conducted under the direction 
of Jung-Ho Pak, a world-known music director of 

numerous orchestras through-
out the country. Under Pak, the 
musicians played a selection of 
pieces that included John Cori-
gliano’s Voyage, Shostakovich’s 
Symphony No. 5 and Tan Dun’s 
Eroica. 
 “The feeling wasn’t the same 
old feeling I get when I perform 
other concerts,” Gemmell said. 
“I felt awestruck. I realized that 

I was playing on a stage where so many famous 
people have played. I felt privileged to play on that 
stage and play for the crowd.”
 Along with Gemmell and his parents, Mr. Shoener, 
Mrs. Kim Rismiller, PAHS choir instructor, and Gem-
mell’s friends, seniors Julia Rismiller and Devon 
Sinkovich, attended the performance in Nashville. 
 “Traveling to Nashville to see Cody was an awe-
some experience,” Julia Rismiller said. “The perfor-
mance at the Grand Ole Opry was outstanding. I’ve 
never seen so many talented kids in one place.”
 At the conclusion of the concert, Gemmell, along 
with the rest of the honorable musicians, bid fare-
well to Nashville and traveled home that afternoon.  
 “The overall experience was phenomenal and so 
much more than I expected,” Gemmell said. “The 
greatest thing that I took away from the whole event 
was that when you are playing music, you need to 
play with emotion. Without emotion, you playing is 
simply notes, not music.”

Students need to 
know the statistics 
behind the flu
Alexa Biddle
Editor-in-Chief

the percentage of children 13 years old 
– 17 years old that received the influ-
enza vaccine in the 2012-2013 season

the most recent flu pandemic

4/15/2009 – the first U.S. case of 
H1N1

105,700-395,600 – the estimated 
number of respiratory deaths 
globally in 2009 due to influenza

2009 H1N1 pandemic deaths that 
were in people younger than 65

142 million – the actual number of 
doses of flu vaccine distributed so far 
this season

percentage of 
the population 
that died of respi-
ratory complica-
tions during 2009

weeks it takes for the protection of the vaccina-
tion to set in

the number of weeks the flu was active in the 
U.S. last year

target percentage of vaccination from 
Healthy People 2020, a national health 
promotion organization

2009

80%
142

2
0.001-0.007

Deaths

70
15

42.5

1st

AID: 230 coats donated to Salvation Army and two 
baskets

ALETHEIA CLUB: one basket

DEBATE CLUB: 24 items in a basket sent to a 
family in the district (estimated number)

DRAMA CLUB: baskets

FRENCH CLUB: one basket

GERMAN CLUB: 30 items went into a basket; 60 
cards were sent to a girl who was badly burned in a 
fire two years ago

KEY CLUB: each member donated $2 for two 
families’ Christmas presents

LEO CLUB: 100 cans, three hams and a turkey to 
soup kitchen

SADD: one basket sent to a family in the district

SKETCH CLUB: approximately 50 cards sent to 
victims of Paris bombings

SPANISH CLUB: 125 items were estimated to be 
brought in for their winter basket

STAGE CREW: $46 was collected and sent with 
15 non-perishable items in a basket

STUDENT COUNCIL: 140 gifts donated total, 

raised $2,742.17 from Penny-a-Week collections

TKD: 16 members each donated an item for the 
annual basket

MR. DICELLO: his homeroom raised $1,700.16 
for Penny-A-Week, won Penny-A-Week 10 years in 
a row, sold 3,456 candy bars this year

PAHS PUBLICATIONS, PAHS MAJOR-
ETTES, PAHS LIFE SKILLS, PAHS 
FLAGS/HONOR GUARD: decorated one tree 
each at the Masonic Center

By the numbers: Club Christmas donations

Emma Walinsky
Staff Writer

Photo By Kali Baldwin
Photography Editor

DONATE — Students turn in their weekly col-
lections for the annual Penny-a-Week collection 
for Student Council. Every Tuesday, homeroom 
representatives would collect money to pay for 
Christmas presents for underprivileged families 
in the district. “I really like doing the Penny-a-
Week collection because I enjoy helping all of the 
children who don’t have much. It’s fun, easy and 
very rewarding for the families,” sophomore Ste-
phen Messina said.

“I felt privileged to play 
on that stage and play for 

the crowd.” 
-senior Cody Gemmell

Students lend a hand to underprivileged families in district

*All statistics are from cdc.gov



tide lines
January 25, 2016 76 tide lines

January 25, 2016

THE WORLD OF FANDOMS
Elizabeth Sohan, Junior 
 “Most people think that the Free! fandom is only aimed to-
ward obsessing over physically fit swimming anime boys, but 
there’s more to the fandom then ogling the main characters. 
Many people, such as myself, marvel over the intimate and 
dreamlike development between the characters.  I really enjoy 
that even though the conflicts that arise within the series are 
almost fairytale-like, there are still some key points that some 
viewers could relate to.”

Mrs. Nicole Stiles, French Teacher
“I remember seeing reruns of Doctor Who when I 

was little, but I was never interested in it until a 
friend recommended that I check out the reboot.  
I was drawn in pretty quickly and I’ll always con-
sider it a great show.  My favorite parts are the 
historical references and the massive storylines 
that can take whole seasons (or more) to com-

plete.”

Abigale Williams, Freshman
 “Homestuck is complete and utter garbage 
with so many twists and turns your head will 
spin. The creator himself said that all ships are 
canon. If you dare read the longest 
webcomic, all I can tell you is that you’ll 
never look at buckets or paint the same.”

Cailey Carl, Sophomore
 “Welcome to Night Vale is a podcast series following the 
events in the small and unusual town of Night Vale. I really really 
enjoy the indescribable yet interesting vibe and overall 
storyline. I’m into the weird (normal to the characters) 
stuff that goes on. The fandom itself is a really great bunch 
of people who are equally as creative as the podcast.”

Miss Lindsey Boncore, Art Teacher
 “The Discworld series comprises about 41 comic fantasy books writ-
ten by the late Sir Terry Pratchett. As indicated by the name, the world 
is a flat disc that is carried on the backs of four elephants, who perch on 
the back of a turtle who careens through the universe. The continents are 
heavily satirized versions of our world, and each story poignantly delivers 
a message about coming of age, communities, and our humanity.”
 

Ethan Androshick, Sophomore
 “The fandom I am in is based on the show 
Black Butler. The show follows an orphan 
with an unworldly butler with the sigil of 
the underworld bonding them.”

Mr. Andrew Smink, English Teacher
“I love the idea of people doing magic – real magic – and the 
Harry Potter series not only melds the real world with a magical 
one, but also shows us characters that we can all relate to. 
These characters are very human on one hand, but
magical and exceptional on the other. My absolute favorite is 

Professor Snape due to how imperfect he is in a human sense, 
but how hard he tries to do good without asking for compliments or rec-
ognition along the way.

What fandoms do you belong to?

Fandom Key
Compiled by DeAnna Stevenson, Staff Writer

AU: “Alternative Universe”; a setting in fanfiction that changes the time period or occupation of characters, or changes something 
fundamental to the universe of the original work

Canon: the material accepted as an official part of the story
Cosplay: the process of dressing up and acting as a fictional character from a book or movie series

Fanart: artwork created by fans of characters they like. Can include AUs and is as flexible as fanfiction
Fanfiction:  A work of fiction that is based on a pre-existing story and written by the fans, usually altering the story to their own pref-

erences
Fanon: the material that fans believe in so heavily they accept it to be true, usually formulated by good metas or presented as an 

idea in fanfiction, shared by most of the fandom
Meta: an in-depth analysis of a scene from a show or movie using subtext, canonical works, cinematography techniques or knowl-

edge of relevant elements to interpret or predict events 
OTP: “One True Pairing”; a fan’s favorite above all other ships he/she may have

Panels: official events held at conventions that surround a specific topic of interest, often lasting an hour 
RP: “Roleplay”; a form of fanfiction writing with two or more people involved who create the story in a “back and forth” manner, 

often taking specific characters or taking a full chapter of a story
Ship: a concept of one’s ideal couple within a work of fiction

Slash: a genre of fanworks that deals with romantic relationships with members of the same gender

Fandoms offer opportunities for cre-
ators to gain recognition
DeAnna Stevenson and Jared Williard
Staff Writer

For many people, fandom offers a way to communicate 
with others on one’s specified interest. Fandoms include 

a diverse group of people, making it a place where one can 
easily be oneself without judgment. Friends can be eas-
ily made when one finds someone who he shares interests 
with. 
 Fandoms can even be a place where one escapes from 
everyday life and surround himself with only things that he 
enjoys.
 For many, though, a fandom can be more than just a way 
to pass the time, and it can even be beneficial for the so-
cially awkward or for aspiring artists and writers to get their 
work posted online and receive feedback.
 Online friendships can become stronger than real life 
friendships as most online friendships are made by people 
with the same interests. As online friendships are built off of 
one’s interest when he is at his most open, the relationship 
isn’t clouded by judgment of physical appearance, social 
status or how one performs socially.
 Interacting is completely optional, which takes the stress 
off of introductions, and talking to someone online in this 
way can help one break from social constriction. Members 
often post awareness posts along with things about their 
fandom, and many can  be sympathetic to the point where 
even strangers send messages to members who express 
their struggles publicly. 
 Fandoms often help people who are struggling with ac-
cepting themselves. As the atmosphere is accepting when 
everyone is so different, and many ships include LGBT+ 
characters, being in an environment devoid of judgment can 
help people learn to accept themselves and do so in a space 
without fear of someone they already know viewing them 
differently or alienating them. 
 One is constantly exposed to people from all across the 
globe. They are introduced to new ways of writing and art 
due to the works created by people from different areas of 
the world. One can adapt and become exposed to new writ-
ing styles and art techniques from all over the world, making 
oneself more educated in a technique and the many ways it 
can be used, and making writers and artists more flexible in 
their work.   
 To start in creative writing through fanfiction comes with 
more benefits as opposed to writing original works immedi-
ately. When fans write a fanfic, they get to use pre-existing 
characters with their storyline often already written and every 
character trait already set in place. Using these characters, 
though, can often be a challenge, and writers learn how to 
keep characters and their traits constant.  
 Changing the situation or AU that the characters are seen 
in can make it even more difficult to make sure one’s charac-
ters are well written instead of OOC.
*All underlined words are defined in the Fandom Key.

Delve deeper into the world of fandoms at 
www.pahstidelines.com

Conventions unite fandom members
DeAnna Stevenson
Staff Writer

It is rare for many people to meet others who share similar inter-
ests in everyday life, especially when every individual is unique. 

It is considerably more challenging to meet like-minded people 
when the interest in question can be coined as odd or different.
 As many fandoms are rather small, people in fandoms come 
from all around the world, and few wear their fandom on their 
sleeve, it is not very likely to meet people who are in one’s par-
ticular fandom no matter its size. To be in a place where so many 
people are in the same fandoms and are there to meet people 
who share their fandoms is an overwhelming and unique experi-
ence for fans. 
 All anxiety that comes with meeting new people seems to dis-
appear when everyone in the room is so alike. Starting a conver-
sation with someone new is so simple when they have things in 
common. Often people make friends through their fandoms, and 
conventions are a good way to meet them.
 Not only do conventions allow people to meet other fans from 
all over the world, but the panels at the conventions are diverse 
and offer a different way to learn something new or to be enter-
tained. Panels can be informative, entertaining or eye-opening, 
depending on what they are about. Some take a topic and analyze 
it, such as comparing canon and fanon events, fandom tropes 
and character analysis. 
 Panels can discuss author’s purpose and analyze the creators 
themselves, often when their work is from another decade or time 
period. Some panels discuss writing techniques as well as art 
techniques by established fanfiction writers and fan artists in the 
fandom. 
 Live podcasts and shows are often held as panels. If there are 
guest appearances, a Q&A panel with creators and cast mem-
bers are often held where one can meet, take pictures and speak 
with the people behind the creation. Release dates and exclusive 
trailers are often shown to people who attend a panel for a certain 
series. 
 Conventions serve as a safe, judgment-free place for fans of 
all ages to meet other fans, get inspired, cosplay and meet fan 
artists and writers whom they look up as well as meet any friends 
they have made contact with through their fandom. They can last 
anywhere from one day to a full week and are held in cities big and 
small all over the world through all seasons. 
 Going to a convention is one of the few ways learning more 
about personal passions and discussing ideas between other fans 
can be achieved in real life.

*All underlined words are defined in the Fandom Key.

Graphics by Samantha Disabella and Abbey 
Kostyal, Production Editors-in-Chief , and 
Elizabeth Garraway, Production Staffer.
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Tide sweep Hilltoppers in 2015 Battle of the Hills contests

Each year over winter break, the traditional day 
of basketball called Battle of the Hills is played 

at Martz Hall. The Battle of the Hills consists of 
five games: freshman boys, junior varsity girls, 
junior varsity boys, varsity girls and the varsity 
boys. 
 Battle of the Hills is always a highlight of each 
basketball season for both the girls’ and boys’ 
teams. These charity games display the friendly 
rivalry between the cross-town teams. 
 The Crimson Tide bested Nativity this year in all 
five contests. The freshman game, which began 
at 1:30, started the day off with a 58-11 victory. 
Following the freshman game, the junior varsity 
Lady Tide won a close match against the Lady 
Hilltoppers by a score of 16-15. Sophomore Olivia 
Eckert had the game-winning shot for the girls with 
a drive to the middle in the final five seconds. 
 The junior varsity boys had a larger margin of 
victory with a 56-9 win.
 The varsity girls’ match, which began at 6 p.m., 
brought a crowd. Martz Hall was filled with specta-
tors for the bout between the Lady Tide and the 
Lady Hilltoppers, which went in the Lady Tide’s 
favor by the first quarter. Senior Sadie Cresswell 

was well on her way to 1,000 points. 
 “I wasn’t really sure if I was playing against 
Steph Curry or Sadie Cresswell at times to be 
honest, because 11 threes is crazy,” Nativity junior 
Mallory Sanders said.
 The Lady Tide eventually ended with a 68-29 
victory in which Cresswell put up 36 points (11 
of which came from three-pointers), eight points 
away from her 1,000th. 
 “I love playing in Battle of the Hills. I like the 
tradition because the whole town comes to watch. 
Each year I look forward to trying to sweep the 
Battle of the Hills,” junior Kyra Schenk said. “The 
highlight of this year’s game was trying to get Sa-
die’s 1,000 points and running plays that got her 
36 points. It was a lot of fun this year.”
 The Crimson Tide vs. the Hilltoppers boys’ var-
sity game had the biggest turnout of the night and 
was another big win for the Tide. The 66-25 Tide 
win clinched the sweep of the Hilltoppers.
 Although Nativity ended their day with no wins, 
spirits were still high after the games.
 “Win or lose we’re part of a family at Nativity 
and everyone supports us no matter the outcome 
of our games. Battle of the Hills is always a day 
to support the boys’ and girls’ teams of both the 
high schools in Pottsville and it’s something that 

Photo by Becky Staller
Photography Coordinator

Sophomore Elijah Wood shoots a foul shot 
during the junior varsity boys’ game. The final 
score of the game was 56-9. “I think Battle 
of the Hills is a great experience each year. I 
always look forward to playing against Nativ-
ity because of the rivalry between us,” Wood 
said. “The highlight of the games this year was 
definitely winning every single one, but Ian 
[Renninger]’s dunk was pretty crazy.”
can bring the city together for one night,” Sanders 
said. “Whether they’re playing in the games or in 
the stands, it’s something to continue in the years 
to come.”

Max Kelly
Staff Writer

Wrestling match held to 
benefit KidsPeace charity

Winter sports teams recover     
from loss of successful seniors

For some wrestlers, participating 
in a charity match is just like 

any other match — they ensure 
they are well prepared and do their 
best to come out victorious. The 
importance and meaning seems 
to change when the charity being 
supported has supported a friend 
and fellow wrestler.
 The third annual charity wrestling 
match was held November 20. The 
two teams were Crimson versus 
White, led by Mr. Jason Thomas, 
assistant varsity and Crimson 
coach for the charity match, and 
Mr. Sam Julian, assistant junior 
high coach and White coach for 
the match. The teams consisted 
of players from the elementary, 
middle and high schools. 
 The proceeds were donated to 
KidsPeace, a charity that hosted 
senior Nathan Cromyak, PAHS 
wrestler, for 10 years until his 
adoption in eighth grade.
 According to KidsPeace.org, 
KidsPeace is a private charity that 
focuses on the mental health and 
well-being of children. They offer 
community-based treatment and 
foster care to help people over-
come challenges and transform 
their lives. The charity provides 
residential treatment programs and 
accredited educational services 
through 11 different states.  
 “The people at KidsPeace treat-
ed me as if I was their own child. It 
was very comforting, especially un-
der the circumstances,” Cromyak 
said. “What they are doing for the 
kids is great, and sometimes I don’t 
think that they get the recognition 
that they deserve.” 
 Cromyak wrestled in the final 
match Friday night against fresh-
man Tym Nevadomsky.
 The PAHS wrestling program 
has been choosing a variety of 

DeAnna Stevenson
Staff Writer

Max Kelly
Staff Writer

A 28-1 overall, District XI champi-
on boys’ basketball team. A 19-5 

overall, Schuylkill League semifi-
nalist girls’ basketball team. A 12-8 
overall wrestling team consisting of 
a Penn State recruit and two-time 
regional qualifier. A 13-1 overall, 
Schuylkill League champion boys’ 
swim team. A 9-5 overall, Schuylkill 
League runners-up girls’ swim team. 
 Last winter, PAHS was a pow-
erhouse school in the Schuylkill 
League. Success seemed to be the 
theme of the season. 
  Last season, the boys’ basket-
ball team, with four of five starting 
players being seniors and seniors 
Patrick Coyle and Jed Dunkel also 
making contributions, won the 
Schuylkill League championship, 
had its first ever undefeated regular 
season and clinched the district 
championship game. Its run finally 
came to an end during the state 
quarterfinals. 
 With leadership positions left va-
cant, returning members of the team 
had to fulfill leadership positions on 
and off the court. 
 “We lost six great seniors last 
year. Everyone has a role on the 
team, but our seniors have the most 
important role, which is being the 
leaders for this year,” senior Mal-
deen Thomas said. “I believe we 
have the athletes and players on 
our team to be even more success-
ful than last year if we all buy into 
what Coach Mullaney tells us 100%. 
We have the potential to be a very 
dangerous team this year.” 
 Last season, the girls’ basketball 
team competed for the Schuylkill 
League title, but for the second year 
in a row, lost it to the Minersville 
girls, this time by one single point. 
The Lady Tide plans to be a com-
petitor for the Schuylkill League title 
again.
 “We have three returning seniors 
from last year who are Alyssa Kon-
drack, Hanna Burnhauser and me,” 
senior Sadie Cresswell said. “Last 

Wrestlers compete not only for KidsPeace, 
but for their teammate and friend, Cromyak

charities to raise funds for each 
year. The first year of the charity 
match, the funds were donated to 
United Way, a charity dedicated 
to resolving pressing commu-
nity issues. The second year, the 
proceeds went to Beat the Streets 
Philadelphia, a charity focused on 
establishing youth wrestling pro-
grams around Philadelphia. 
 “It was a great feeling. In any 
other match I’m wrestling first for my 
team then for myself, but in a char-
ity match I’m wrestling for a good 
cause. A good cause which I was a 
part of [for] the majority of my life,” 
Cromyak said.
 Twenty-two wrestlers had fought 
that evening, split up between 
teams. The wrestlers were selected 
based on their offseason commit-
ment.
 “The kids really see it as an honor 
and a reward for the offseason com-
mitment,” Coach Thomas said.
 In the high school matches, se-
nior Cyle Hinson defeated sopho-
more Mike Saint Juste; junior Richie 
Bentz defeated freshman Braden 
Goodman; junior Ryan Green de-
feated junior Romeo Eaddy; senior 
Luke Gardner defeated junior Jac-
quon Smith; senior Kolby Kleckner 
defeated sophomore Cole Painter; 
and Cromyak defeated freshman 
Tym Nevadomsky.
 The final result of the night was 
White defeating Crimson, 20-18. 
Overall, the match had raised 
around $400 in funds for the charity.
 “KidsPeace made me the person 
that I am today. If they didn’t take 
me in, I’m not sure where I would 
be right now because I wasn’t in the 
most suitable living conditions,” Cro-
myak said. “KidsPeace essentially 
gave me a second chance in life, an 
opportunity to better myself. From 
that point forward I took advantage 
of every opportunity that I was given 
and became grateful for everything 
that I had.”

year I had to step up my leadership 
role as a captain, and I am continu-
ing to do that this year. I think we will 
have a very successful season. We 
put a lot of hard work and dedication 
into preparing for this year.” 
 With senior Luke Gardner lead-
ing the boys’ wrestling team into this 
season, the team’s five seniors look 
to have an even better season than 
last year’s.
 “We are going to have a good 
season. We only lost a few seniors, 
but we reloaded. I am one of the 
captains, and I just have to keep 
the guys motivated throughout the 
year,” Gardner said. “I believe in my 
coaches, my team and myself, so we 
will be the Schuylkill League champi-
ons this year.” 
 Last year, under the leadership of 
11 senior members, the boys’ swim 
team took the Schuylkill League title, 
while also being a solid competitor at 
the District XI meet. The swim team 
brings depth and numbers to each 
competition, along with experienced 
swimmers. 
 “We lost 11 seniors last year. This 
year’s seniors, including myself, have 
had to step up to fill the large gap 
that they left. This year, I have had to 
take on more leadership and respon-
sibility,” senior Joshua Howell said. “I 
predict that we will have a good sea-
son this year. We are already looking 
strong, especially for losing so many 
experienced swimmers.” 
 Last season, the girls’ swim team 
was led by nine experienced seniors 
and managed to fight their way to the 
league runner-up title.
 “Coming into this season, the girls’ 
team had a bit of a roadblock to 
overcome. We lost nine seniors last 
season, and they weren’t just any 
nine, the majority of them were large 
point scorers. Needless to say, the 
seniors this year needed to assume 
leadership in areas that we weren’t 
really anticipating,” senior Taylor 
Young said.
 Each team this winter is hoping to 
recover from a loss of seniors from 
last year. Many current seniors have 
had to fill the shoes of old captains.
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Not all coaches earn the opportunity and 
triumph that Mr. Ned Hampford, swimming 

coach, earned December 8. The boys’ win against 
Saucon Valley allowed Mr. Hampford to celebrate 
his 400th career dual-meet win.  
 “Being coached by Coach Hampford is great 
because he always helps us with our swimming 
and is always there to help us improve our 
strokes. The most beneficial thing Coach 
Hampford has taught me is the only way to get 
better is with hard work. Last season, he had a 
quote that said, ‘If it doesn’t challenge you, it will 
not change you.’ It taught everybody to challenge 
themselves every day,” junior Charles Botto said.
 Coach Hampford began his coaching career 
at Pottsville in December 1975 as the assistant 
coach of the boys’ and girls’ swimming and diving 
teams. While coaching the swim teams, he was 
a health and physical education teacher with the 
school district. He liked to focus his free time on 

being a strength/training instructor. 
 Before he started to coach swimming at Potts-
ville, Coach Hampford spent one year as the head 
men’s swimming coach at Bloomsburg University.  
 At PAHS, he was the head freshman football 
coach for one year and helped coach the varsity 
football team for seven years. When it came to 
deciding between coaching swimming or football, 
Coach Hampford took the path he loved – swim-
ming.
 “It has been a privilege working with the boys 
and girls of our swimming and diving teams over 
the last 38 years. The administration and fellow 
coaches at Pottsville have been super to work 
with. I can’t imagine what it would be like not to 
be coaching swimming and diving at Pottsville,” 
Coach Hampford said.
 Coaching football has always been a passion 
of Coach Hampford’s, but he knew he had to stick 
with swimming due to his love for it. He plans to 
continue coaching at Pottsville for as long as pos-
sible.

Emma Walinsky 
Staff Writer

Coach Hampford celebrates 400th win

Two years ago, we lost 26 seniors to gradua-
tion,” Mr. John Toomey, first assistant varsity 

coach, said. “This meant we were playing a very 
challenging schedule with a large number of inex-
perienced young players.”
 Two years ago, the varsity football team had a 
5-5 season. Many find themselves comparing the 
current team to that of two years ago, but what 
most don’t realize is there are many factors that 
determine how the season will go.
 “Championships are won in the offseason by 
the commitment players show to getting bigger, 
stronger and faster,” Mr. Toomey said. “We will not 
compete for championships again until our play-
ers go ‘all in’ in the weight room. Our attendance 
so far has been encouraging and the coaches are 

Varsity football gradually makes comeback
Alexa Biddle 
Editor-in-Chief

very excited about the attitude demonstrated by 
our players.”
 While some ridiculed the football team this past 
season for scoring limited wins, team members 
say that both failure and success motivated them 
to evolve into the team they always wanted to be.
 “Now that we know how glorious victory can be, 
the team wants more. We played our hearts out 
each and every game, but we just couldn’t get that 
win,” junior Dylan Stillwagner, nose guard, said.
 The team plans to improve for next season by 
weightlifting and doing speed and agility programs 
in the offseason.
 “Our team always had the drive for success, but 
we really learned how to reach success at the end 
of the season,” junior Eric Wapinsky, quarterback, 
said. “We’re excited to show people that Pottsville 
is back where it belongs.”

Gardner commits to PSU for wrestling oppurtunity

Have you always wanted to attend Penn State University? Did you want to wrestle for the Lions? If so, 
since when? If not, what influenced your decision? 

“I knew I wanted to attend Penn State, but I did not really think about the wrestling due to the fact I was going 
to go wherever I felt I could reach my wrestling potential.”

How many years have you wrestled? Why did you start wrestling; who got you interested in it? 

“I have been wrestling for 10 years now. I started wrestling because I was not good at basketball. My dad was 
a coach for the wrestling team, and [my] Grammy and I would go to the matches. That is when the sport first 
caught my eye.” 

How did you feel when the PSU coach contacted you? Were you 100% with your decision? 

“I was excited, but college sports is a business so I had to act that way. I was 100% sure after my college visit 
to PSU.”

What is your overall high school wrestling record? What has PAHS wrestling taught you? 

“My current overall record is 105-21. PAHS wrestling has taught me disclipine, and the simple things like get-
ting the right amount of sleep, and eating right makes all the difference in each match.” 

Is there anyone you would like to thank for your success on and off the mat? 

“I would thank my family, coaches and friends for always being by my side through the ups and downs.” 
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Tayah Moore
Editor-in-Chief
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At what point is it 
appropriate to call it 
quits with a coach? 
Discussions rise about when 
enough is enough and letting 
go of a coach is acceptable
Tayah Moore
Editor-in-Chief

Wanting to win every game of the season along 
with your team is not easy on coaches or 

players. One might think coaching a sport can be 
easy, but little does he know how much dedication it 
takes.  
 This comes into play especially when one is a 
coach of a professional sports team - an NFL head 
coach for example.
 Coaching situations lately in the NFL have not been 
too stable. Coaches are being fired, resigning and 
even resigning before they get fired. There could be 
many different reasons for firing a coach, but when is 
it actually fair enough?
 Take Tom Coughlin, for example. The man is 69 
years old, and he coached throughout college and 
professional football for 46 years. Within those years, 
he had some successful times.
  His most recent position was head coach of the 
New York Giants, with a losing season, which was 
called by many sports shows ‘a season of mistakes.’ 
Coughlin coached the Giants for 12 seasons. He had 
won three Super Bowls with the Giants in the years 
1990, 2007 and 2011.
 Toward the end of the 2015-16 season, rumors 
started about letting Coughlin go, or him resigning 
because of the losing season and not making playoffs 
for four seasons in a row. After losing to the Eagles in 
a close 35-30 game, Coughlin told the press he did 
not know what decisions were going to be made.
 In this situation, even being a die-hard New York 
Giants fan, I think letting go of Coughlin was the right 
decision. Even though players, other coaches and 
the general public adored Coughlin, his coaching 
skills did start to deteriorate over the years; that’s 
what matters. He has better things to worry about at 
his age. No matter what, though, he will always be 
remembered in football history. 
 Coughlin was recently interviewed by the Philadel-
phia Eagles who also recently lost a coach. They fired 
previous head coach Chip Kelly two weeks before 
Coughlin’s resignation.
 This situation was different — many Eagles fans 
despised Kelly. He coached the Eagles from 2013-
15, and supposedly just could not adapt to “Eagles 
football.” This past season, the Eagles went 6-9 and 
barely clinched second in the NFC East. Kelly was 
hired by the San Francisco 49ers shortly after being 
fired.
 “I think it is a good thing that he has gotten fired. 
He was not willing to adapt and got rid of too many 
talented players - he did not connect with them,” Mr. 
Andrew Smink, English teacher and Eagles fan, said. 
“This gives us an opportunity to hire someone new 
and exciting who is willing to connect with the players 
and be more approachable.” 



tide lines
January 25, 201610

Resolution desolation 
desecrates entire nation
Jackson Gunelson
Editor-in-Chief

It seems as though every time a new year 
rolls around, millions of people try and fail to 

improve their lives in an effort to show that they 
are capable of doing so. A noble cause, yes, 
but what is the point in attempting a personal 
goal if it is practically guaranteed to result in 
complete and utter failure?
 The failure of resolutions is apparent, to the 
point where the word “resolution” has a nega-
tive connotation as an attempt at self-improve-
ment. New Year’s resolutions should not have 
this negative connotation, and it is unknown 
whether the perspective will ever change.
 One of the most common acts of self-inflicted 
collapse would have to be gym memberships. 
Statistically speaking, over one third of all can-
celed gym memberships occur in January, and 
that is not just a coincidence. Because of the 
monthly subscription that most gyms establish, 
it is easy to determine that the massive amount 
of people quitting in January is a result of sim-
ply giving up on New Year’s resolutions.
 Another popular resolution is dieting, but for 
some reason, most never pull through. Now, 
diets are not a bad idea, and in fact, if they are 
done right, they can actually be quite benefi-
cial. The only problem is again, starting some-
thing with no real intention of finishing. 
 So why do we as members of western 
culture fall for New Year’s resolutions year in 
and year out? Perhaps it is a sign that modern 
people are optimistic for the future, but also 
that not much effort is put into pulling through. 
Everyone wants to be a better person, but few 
actually bring that notion to fruition. 
 Now to those who do set themselves a goal 
every year and actually achieve it, congratula-
tions. Honestly, anyone who can fulfill a yearly 
lifestyle change is incredible; I, for one, cannot 
accomplish such a feat. Really, it should not be 
strange, but instead commonplace. We live in 
a time in which those who succeed are a small 
minority of everyone who makes the attempt. 
 There is nothing that can be done about 
this problem, apart from not giving resolutions 
as much of a bad rap as they have. With the 
whole world going against these honest at-
tempts, it is no wonder that people give up on 
their goals. Developing a culture of pessimism 
helps no one. Sure, I might be a hypocrite for 
saying it, but lay off of others’ resolutions; 
they might actually pull through.

Christmas season devours other holdiays

“It’s the most wonderful time of the year” echoes 
through every mall, commercial and radio sta-

tion in December over and over again. According 
to the Washington Times, 90 percent of Americans 
celebrate Christmas. Even if Christmas is the most 
widely celebrated holiday across the United States, 
why is Christmas always overshadowing other holi-
days’ festivities every year?
 Christmas has always been an all-time favorite 
holiday. December rolls around and everyone starts 
doing things like decorating, wearing ugly Christ-
mas sweaters and watching all the classic Christ-
mas movies. But when it is October and Michaels 
already has artificial Christmas trees for sale with 
snow-themed decorations everywhere and a tiny 
section allotted for Halloween and Thanksgiving, the 
Christmas hype gets annoying.
 Nowadays, Christmas ends up being celebrated 
at the same time as Halloween or Thanksgiv-
ing, and it is celebrated up until New Year’s. Each 
holiday should be celebrated during its own 
time slot, but Christmas seems usu-
ally to be celebrated 
from late October to 
December 25.
 People saying today 
is “Christmas first” instead 
of December first is a little 
strange. Christmas is taking 
over the month of December, 
but saying it is “Christmas 
first” is not the same as saying 
it is “December first.” The month 
is called December, not Christ-
mas. 

 Many people tend not to celebrate other holidays 
as much due to Christmas being celebrated earlier 
than it should be. By the time of the St. Clair Hallow-
een parade, the town has already hung its Christ-
mas lights and decorations on the telephone poles, 
but it is strange walking down the street during the 
Halloween parade and seeing Christmas wreaths.
 There are rarely any Thanksgiving decorations 
hanging anywhere throughout the month of Novem-
ber. Festive décor jumps from skeletons to Christ-
mas lights. Ever heard any Thanksgiving songs? 
I cannot recall ever hearing one. Some teachers 
were putting on Christmas music to listen to in class 
while working since early November.
 Christmas shopping has always started the day 
after Thanksgiving, also known as Black Friday. 
Recently Christmas shopping has been starting the 
night of Thanksgiving Day. People go from enjoying 
turkey with pumpkin pie and celebrating the holiday 
to shoving their way through Walmart to get the 
limited deal on a new TV (even though the savings 
might not be that big). It is crazy that people sleep 
in tents outside of Best Buy for a night in the cold 
or wait in a long line to be the first one in the store 
when it opens on Black Friday.

 Dunkin Donuts and Starbucks redesign 
their cups every year for the Christmas 

holiday. It is great to be festive, but the 
cups being released on Halloween an-
noys many people. 
 It is great that Christmas is celebrated 
so widely in the United States, but it al-
ways overlaps Thanksgiving and Hallow-
een. Christmas seems to always be cel-
ebrated over every other holiday starting a 

month or two before December. Christmas 
should be celebrated after November and 

no earlier than that. People should take time 
to just step back and celebrate one holiday at a 

time.

Gillian Revenis
Staff Writer
Graphic by Abbey Kostyal
Production Editor

Photo by Paige Fellows 
Executive Editor-in-Chief

Graphic by Jackson Gunelson 
Editor-in-Chief

Students deserve an extra day off of school

Act 80 days are a blessing in the eyes of stu-
dents. November 16, students were not re-

quired to come to school due to an Act 80 day. 
Rather than a regular day filled with classes, teach-
ers were available for conferences with parents be-
ginning at 12 p.m. and ending at 8 p.m. The school 
used an Act 80 day for the convenience of parents 
with busy schedules. 
 “I liked it a lot. I preferred having scheduled 
appointments because I had time to prepare for 
my meetings. I was able to have all of a student’s 
work ready to show that student’s parent. I would 
love to have another day like that one,” Ms. Lloren 
Reichert, Spanish teacher, said. 
 These days that students have off are great for 
everyone. Students are able to get so much more 
work done when they have a long weekend. They 
have a larger slot of time where they can balance all 
of their work evenly and even have some free time 
to be with friends or just relax. With more time off 
comes more work for some classes, but these extra 
days off really help students with handling the work 
they need to complete. 
 The students also have time to catch up on sleep 
and their social lives, which are both very impor-
tant to the success of students. Without sleep, how 
would someone be able to concentrate or even 
have the motivation to go to school? Students need 
to maintain a balanced social life so they can be 
happy and ready to finish school. 
 “I thought having parent/teacher conferences on 
an Act 80 day was a really good idea. I got a lot of 
homework done and had some extra time to just 
chill out. Our school should continue to have Act 80 
days like this one,” freshman Hannah Marmas said. 
 For parents, the Act 80 day held for parent/teach-
er conferences really benefitted their busy sched-
ules.  Many parents are busy multitasking with jobs 
and everything at home. The multiple time slots that 
the administration offered allowed parents to find 
the best time to speak with their child’s teachers. 

 On any Act 80 day, teachers can get an immense 
amount of work completed. They can catch up on 
grading the papers that keep stacking up or listen 
to knowledgeable sessions. For this specific Act 80 
day, the teachers had the opportunity to meet with 
many more parents than they usually would since 
there was more time for interaction.
 “I liked how we did things this year since I knew 
who was coming in to speak with me. I was able to 
have things prepared rather than trying to scramble 
for the things I show parents,” Mr. William Rhoads, 
math teacher, said. 
 It would be a horrible thought if someone op-
posed having parent/teacher conferences on an Act 
80 day. All members of the teaching staff, students 
and families can benefit greatly from a day like this. 
It provides opportunities for efficient working and im-
portant communication that is needed for a student 
to succeed. Overall, these days are superb.
 PAHS should not only have Act 80 days for par-
ent/teacher conferences, but just to give students 
a break. All students go through so much stress 
throughout the school year, and breaks really help a 
student improve. Having an Act 80 day to catch up 
is so beneficial for all students, and we need more.

Emma Walinksy
Staff Writer

Photo by Becky Staller 
Photography Coordinator

PREPARE – Mrs. Nicole Stiles, French teacher, 
gets ready to meet with parents November 16 for 
parent/teacher conferences. The day was held 
as an Act 80 day to give parents and teachers to 
a better opportunity of meeting with each other. 

Extra days allow for students to focus on their studies casually
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Slang slowly takes over everyday language on social media
Tayah Moore
Editor-in-Chief

Student body expresses opinion on the end of the first semester

“It feels pretty cool being 
halfway done with the school 
year. I’ve had an amazing year 
so far, and I’ve met many nice 
people and done some pretty 
awesome things. Here’s hop-
ing that the rest of the year is 
just as great.”

Graphics by Jackson Gunelson
Editor-in-Chief 

Teenagers revive the Christmas spirit for siblings
Alexa Biddle
Editor-in-Chief

In 2015, it seemed that there was a 
new language made of slang and 

more interesting words that replaced 
“boring” or “average” words. My own 
eyes have seen people as young as 
three to as old as 90 use this new 
language.There are two different 
definitions for each word, one being 
the actual everyday definition, and the 
second one being the 2015 “new” or 
“hip” definition. 

Bae - 1.  Acronym for “before anyone 
else”   2. Another word for babe
 “My significant other and I have 
been together for four years. She is 
my bae.”

Bruh - 1. Bro, Brother  2. What one 
says when something bizarre is seen; 
a response in disbelief
 “Bruh, that test was so hard. It was 
100 questions long.”

I’m dead - 1. The act of 
actually being dead  2. What 
one says when he hears 
something funny and cannot 
control his laughter.
 “That is the funniest thing I 
have heard all day; I’m dead.”

Low-key - 1. Opposite of doing 
something in an obvious manner  2. 
To keep something on the low, not 
blatant 
 “She is an outgoing person, just in 
a very low-key way until you get to 
know her.”

Roast -  1. A way to cook something; 
a type of food  2. Ridiculing someone 
in a joking way
 “Did you see the roast of Jus-
tin Bieber on Comedy Central last 
night?”

Shade/Shady - 1. 
An area of no sun  
2. The act of be-
ing sneaky

 “If you want to ask someone to 
prom without them finding out, you 
will have to be shady.”

Squad - 1. Group of people  2. 
A word a group of two or more 
friends tend to scream in the 

hallway or hashtag on their Instagram 
group pics
 “I will be at the movies with my 
squad at 4:30 p.m. to watch the new 
Star Wars movie.”

Tea - 1. A drink  2. 
Usually referring to 
gossip, often refer-
enced with the phrase 
“Sips tea,” meaning 
“That is none of my 
business.” 
 “That guy is way too 
loud, but I’m just gonna sip my tea.”

Turnt - 1. “Turned” - The turning of 
something  2. The act of having fun
 “The prom is going to be so fun. We 
are all going to be turnt.”

 All of these words will probably di-
minish by mid-2016, and a new batch 
will develop. Until then, do not throw 
any shade or roast anyone - there 
may be consequences.

When school lets out December 
23, something possesses me 

and all I want to do is watch Elf and 
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer.
Even though I know Santa Claus 
does not exist, playing glorified 
house with my sisters during the 
Christmas season makes the Christ-
mas spirit hit me, like other teenag-
ers, full blast.
 I started doubting the existence of 
the jolly fat man in red when I was 
about eight years old; I was rum-
maging around in the coat closet 
for my favorite gloves when I found, 
underneath a sheet, a pile of beauti-
fully wrapped boxes stamped with 
“From Santa, to Alexa” stickers.
I had tried to tell my younger sister 
Vanessa about the horrific events 
and what I had discovered, but 
she did not believe me. My parents 
eventually sat me down and told me 

that I had to keep the spirit alive for 
my younger sisters. I went through 
the motions: I left milk and cookies for 
Santa and skipped down the steps 
Christmas morning.
 Soon enough, I stopped being 
so depressed about Christmas and 
started celebrating it the way it is sup-
posed to be celebrated: I surrounded 
myself with family and friends and 
enjoyed everyone’s company. 
 “I don’t have to keep the spirit alive 
because my sisters do that for me. 
They make the Christmas season 
exciting,” senior Cole Demcher said. 
“Faking it for my sisters is fun be-
cause it’s always nice to see how 
their faces light up on Christmas Eve.”
 There is something about being 
with my sisters and actually getting 
along with them that makes me want 
to believe in Santa Claus. The Christ-
mas spirit is powerful, and I am thank-
ful I have younger sisters to keep it 
alive in my house.
 I am pretty sure they know Santa is 

not real by now, but picking them up 
from the bus stop on the last half day 
of the year and realizing Christmas 
is so close turns the three of us into 
kindergarteners once again. 
 “It’s fun to believe in Santa again 
because after I found out, Christmas 
just wasn’t fun anymore,” junior Mad-
die Kohutka said.
 In 24 hours, even the most de-
pressed, irritable, pessimistic, sleep-
deprived teenagers transform and 
become optimistic, innocent, honest 
children once again.
 “I don’t find myself in the Christmas 
spirit until break starts. December is 
usually a stressful month, so the long 
break at the end is much appreci-
ated,” junior Logan Spevak said.
 Christmas brings out a whole new 
persona in teenagers that was buried 
underneath a hardened shell.
 “My spirit changes around Christ-
mas time,” freshman Kaitlin Brennan 
said. “It’s the time of year people are 
the most nice to each other.”

“Honestly, I feel that this year, 
I am much more prepared for 
my studies and [as a result] 
more successful. I am more 
familiar with the faculty and  
students, as well as the build-
ing in general.”

Donna Lonergan - Freshman
“I actually can’t believe we’re 
halfway through the year. It 
feels like only a month ago that 
school began. I’m happy for 
the new semester, however; 
I’m excited to be able to start 
new classes.”

“Already being halfway through 
the year makes me very 
nervous. I’m going into the Air 
Force after graduation, and as 
much as I am excited for it, I 
am also really nervous about 
it.”

Photos by Jackson Gunelson 
Editor-in-Chief
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Urban Dictionary
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The holiday cheer lives on vicariously through the enthusiasm of younger family members

Photo courtesy of Mrs. Pamela Biddle

CELEBRATE — Junior Alexa Bid-
dle’s younger sister Vanessa opens 
a Christmas present from her 
grandmother. Their younger sister 
Gwen is seen in the background 
playing with a new toy. Spending 
time with younger siblings is a 
great way to live out memories of 
Christmases past, especially for 
those who may have outgrown the 
magic.
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*Editor’s note: This story first appeared on 
www.pahstidelines.com in December 2015.

Pop music really is a strange beast of a genre 
to stay attached to. What is or is not popular 

almost seems random, and the charts can either 
stay constant for months in a row or change nearly 
every day. These trends are just as prevalent in 
music as they are in culture, but music is certainly 
where it is the most obvious. 
 For instance, a popular song from early 2015 
was Vance Joy’s Riptide, a song that actually 
came out two years before it hit the billboard.  The 
same happened for Awolnation’s Sail and even 
Disclosure’s Latch. Of course it takes a while for 
a song to become popular, but many songs that 
never had the initial popularity that most big pop 
songs do fade away shortly after release. It is 
interesting to see how the minor songs of the pres-
ent can become popular in the future. 
 Another strange trend is a song sitting at the 
top ten spot for weeks on end, a recent example 
being the ever-so-popular Uptown Funk by Mark 
Ronson which was in the top ten for 31 consecu-
tive weeks, over half of a year. There have been 
dozens of other songs that fit the bill, and despite 
what people think of them, they definitely retain 
their positions for a reason.
 A lot of the time it feels as if years are split up 
differently in the music world. The songs from late 
in the year merge into the same group of music in 
the start of a new year. Believe it or not, the previ-
ously mentioned Uptown Funk actually came out 
in November 2014. Before anyone realizes it, the 
popular songs have changed tone and style drasti-
cally. Keeping up with music can be confusing due 
to the abrupt nature of music and the ratings in 
general.
 Music is such a strange part of modern culture 
that it is a wonder that millions of people keep up 
with it. Songs come out of nowhere, back from 
the grave, and leave the public view as suddenly 
as they arrived. There is only one thing for certain 
when keeping up with music: absolutely nothing is 
completely consistent. 

Popular music fol-
lows inconsistent 
trend through time
Jackson Gunelson
Editor-in-Chief

Bob Kuhns
School of Technology, Class of 1993

Office 365 Specialist

A valuable education with heroic results.
Gain the wisdom, independence, and determination of a ‘superhero’ when you 
attend Lehigh Carbon Community College (LCCC). The courses, certificates 
and degrees offered by LCCC will help prepare you to face life’s opportunities and 
build a heroic career. A bold future starts with a valuable education. The smartest 
choice for that important start is close at hand at one of LCCC’s four locations 
and online courses. 
 
Whatever your career goals are, LCCC has the opportunity for you. Take on a new 
adventure or expand your horizons. Whatever you do, make it heroic. Make it epic. 
Contact Admissions today at (610) 799-1575. 

Microsoft is a trademark of the Microsoft group of companies.

LCCC.edu

A valuable education with heroic results.

Bob Kuhns
School of Technology, 

Class of 1993
Office 365 Specialist

60 Seconds: 

1. What is your favorite school subject?
“My favorite subject in school is biology. I love learning all about what makes up the world.”

2. How do you spend your free time?
“Usually I spend my free time studying or just watching TV. I don’t get much free time because I usually 
have some club meeting after school, then swim practice. I usually get home around 5:30 p.m. or on 
days I work, as late as 8:45 p.m.

3. What have you binge-watched on Netflix?
“I recently am binge-watching How to Get Away with Murder. It’s a really good show. 

4. Hardcover or Paperback?
“I prefer hardcover books because they wear better than paperback.”

5. If you could learn only one second language, which would you pick?
“If I could learn and be fluent in a second language, it would be Spanish. It’s more and more necessary 
to know Spanish in our world. I also would love to go to Spain and see their culture, and not having a 
language barrier would be nice.” 

6. Halloween or Christmas?
“I prefer Christmas because I travel during Christmas to see family. I wouldn’t trade that.” 

7. Favorite book-to-movie adaptation?
“My favorite book to movie adaptation would have to be The Book Thief. I loved the 
book, and the movie did not disappoint.” 

8. Name one person you’d like to have dinner with and why. 
“If I could have dinner with anyone, it would be Ben Franklin. When I was little I 
used be obsessed with him and had a ton of books about him and by him. It would 
be cool to hear his ideas about things.” 

9. Favorite trilogy?
“My favorite trilogy is The Maze Runner. I read them when I was 12 and have 
loved them since.” 

10. Would you rather be able to read or be able to read minds (yet be 
illiterate)?
“I would rather be able to read because then I could get so smart I 
wouldn’t have to read minds to know what you’re thinking.”

11. If you could only wear one color for the rest of your life, 
which would you choose? 
“If I could only wear one color it would be blue. I already wear a 
lot of it, and it brings out my eyes.”

DeAnna Stevenson
Staff Writer

sophomore Sadie Michel
Graphic by Abbey Kostyal
Production Editor-in-Chief

Photo by Kali Baldwin
Photography Editor
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